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NEWS RELEASE  
Contact: 212-567-5834, Dr. Olga Zatsepina, President, RACH-C 

2009 “Children’s Festival of Russian Culture” in New York City to be launched at  Lincoln Center by Young Talented Musicians of the Vladimir Spivakov International Charity Foundation of Russia. 

The Children’s Festival of Russian Culture opens its third annual program of international children’s artists, 30th May – 6th June 2009
New York City, New York - 20th April 2009:  The Russian American Cultural Heritage Center (RACH-C) is proud to announce the launch of its annual “Children’s Festival of Russian Culture” in New York City, between 30th May and 6th June 2009.  Each year the Children’s Festival provides children and their families living in the United States, the opportunity to celebrate Russian culture through the arts, interactive play, storytelling, food and much more.  Most of the artists participating in the Children’s Festival events are themselves young people, many visiting from Russia to perform during the Festival.  This year the Children’s Festival will open on 30th May, with a world premier concert at Lincoln Center, featuring gifted young artists chosen by the Vladimir Spivakov International Charity Foundation.  It will close on 6th June, with the Children’s Festival in the Park, a free open air event, held at Fort Tryon Park, Cloister Lawn, in Northern Manhattan.
Musical World Premiere

The Children’s Festival will open on May 30th 2009, at 3pm with the ‘Young Stars of the Young Century’ concert at Alice Tully Hall, Lincoln Centre.  This is a world premiere and the only New York performance of gifted young musicians from the Spivakov International Charity Foundation in Russia.  These young people are all winners of national and international competitions and personally chosen by Vladimir Spivakov, Artistic Director and Principle Conductor of the National Philharmonic of Russia.    

Hosting the concert is special guest and internationally acclaimed Russian pianist Olga Kern, Gold Medal winner of the prestigious 2001 Van Cliburn Piano Competition. The concert will feature a vibrant mix of breathtaking solo performances and is presented jointly by Maestro Artist Management and RACH-C.  Tickets are on sale now starting at $25.  To purchase tickets contact the Lincoln Centre box office at (212) 671-4050   or    www.lincoln center.org.
Fun in the Park for All
The Children’s Festival in the Park will kick off on 6th June 2009, from 12 noon – 5pm at Fort Tryon Park at the Cloister Museum Lawn, Northern Manhattan.   Now in its third year, the Children’s Festival in the Park has become a much anticipated event in the summer schedule of arts and children’s activities throughout the tri-state area.  The day will feature a dozen children’s folk groups, dancers, singers and musicians all sharing their art and love for traditional Russian culture.  Guests will also enjoy Russian foods, souvenirs, games, comic characters, interactive arts & crafts, storytelling, and much more.  Admission is free to all.
 “The Russian American Cultural Heritage Centre (RACH-C) is committed to helping preserve and share the cultural heritage of Russian Americans with each other and with our non-Russian friends and neighbors.  We believe the Children’s Festival of Russian Culture is a cornerstone of this work, teaching our children to understand and appreciate each other for all our differences and all that we have in common.  We invite everyone to participate in the Children’s Festival this year” said, Olga Zatsepina, Ph.D, President,  Russian American Cultural Heritage Center.
Ends
For further information or to arrange an interview with representatives from RACH-C or the Festival performers, contact:

· Olga Zatsepina, Ph.D., President, Russian American Cultural Heritage Center ( RACH-C)  www.rach-c.org   tel: 1-212-567-5834;  fax: 1-315-636-4411 
Notes to the Editor: 

As a part of the Festival, the Russian American Cultural Heritage Center ,together with the Consulate General of the Russian Federation in New York, will hold a Gala Celebration of International Children’s Day on June2, 2009. RACH-C invites sponsors, volunteers, contributors, and supporters from the diplomatic, business, political and entertainment world, in order to thank them for their valuable help and support. The evening will feature entertainment by celebrated performers, delicious Russian food and famous Russian drinks. The event also includes a silent auction to benefit Children’s Projects of RACH-C. (Attendance at International Children’s day Celebration by invitation only.)

About RACH-C:

The Russian American Cultural Heritage Center is an educational, charitable, non-profit, community development organization serving the Russian American community, its friends and neighbors. We strive to preserve the culture, language, traditions and values of Russian speaking people.

This Festival connects different parts of our community around the US with Americans of different ethnic roots, to experience our traditions and to learn about Russian Americans’ place in the history of America.

Programs of RACH-C:

· Free Community Concerts featuring Russian composers, singers and musicians.

· Free Salons where guests interact with talented writers, musicians, film makers, and others.

· Forums where issues important to Russian Americans and the general society are considered.

· Adoptive Families activities where adopted Russian children & their families, can learn & experience Russian heritage.

· Cultural Heritage educational experiences for children and families, like the “Children’s Festival of Russian Culture”, and traditional Yolka and Maslenitza events.

Sponsors for the third Children’s Festival of Russian Culture:

· Russian Federation Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Embassy to the US,  Consulate General in NY
· Russkyi  Mir  Foundation

· International Council of Russian Compatriots

· New York City Department of Cultural Affairs

· ITAR TASS 

· RIA  NOVOSTI

· Novoye Russkoye Slovo ( newspaper)

· Global Advertizing Strategies

· Association of Russian Nobility in America

· Maestro Artist Management

Background of Key RACH-C Personnel:

Dr. Olga Zatsepina, President, CEO, RACH-C
Ph.D. in Linguistics

Academic Degree of Associate Professor of Moscow State University

President and Executive Director of the Russian American Cultural Heritage Center

Board Member, International Council of Russian Compatriots Abroad

Education:

1977 – MA from Moscow Linguistics University in Education

1993 – Ph.D. in General Linguistics from Moscow State University

1999 – Academic degree of an associate professor of Moscow State University

Professional activities:

2003 – till now – president of RACH-C: www.rach-c.org
2001-2002 – CUNY – English language instructor

1998-1999 – CUNY – Multicultural Education lecturer

1997-2001 – Colorado State University at Denver, professor of anthropology

1996-2001 – Professor of the English Lang8age and Anthropology at International College of Moscow State University

1996-2002 – head of the academic committee of the faculty of foreign languages, Moscow State University

1994-1995 – executive director, Association of teachers of foreign languages of Russia

1994-1996 – executive director of Moscow Association of Applied Linguistics

1975 – now – associate professor of the faculty of foreign languages, Moscow State University

Presented more than at 30 international conferences

Scientific interests: methodology of teaching foreign languages; multicultural communication; International relations: Russia-USA;

More than 30 published scientific works;

Since 1969 active volunteer at the Friendship House of Moscow; 

Founder of the Association for scientific, business and cultural cooperation Russia-USA

Awards:

Medal in commemoration of 850 anniversary of Moscow; - 1997

Honor of ROSZARUBESHCENTER under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs “For the contribution in the friendship course” – 2005

Medal “250 years of Moscow State University” – 2005

Honor of MSRS “For contribution in strengthening cooperation with Russia” – 2007

Order from the National Committee of Russia for the NGO awards “For great personal contributions toward consolidation of Russian World and strengthening of ties of compatriots with their historic motherland” – 2007 

Certificate of Honor by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, committee on matters of compatriots abroad, 2008

Don Marx, Chr. Board of Directors, RACH-C
by Kate Ferry 


Don Marx was selected as the Rotarian of the Year in 2004-2005. In that year he served as the chairperson of the DC Kids Helping DC Kids project that earned endorsement by First Lady Laura Bush. In 2006, Don took the lead in establishing the first exchange visit with the Rotary Club of San Juan. In 2007-2008 he received the club's Excellence in Leadership Award. He currently serves as the Director of the Vocational and Youth Lane of Service. He has served as a member of the Board of Directors for four years. He also leads our Information Technology projects that include the club's websites (club, dictionary project, wine auction, capital cities network), and online club and board administrative tools. This year he will lead implementation of online voting for the club's annual elections. He is an active sponsor of the French American Exchange with Paris Academies Rotary Club, and this year he has donated the French American Connection website to the DC and Paris clubs. He is a multiple Paul Harris Fellow and an active Rotarian. 

 
In 2005, Don and a fellow Rotarian Norma Krasinski created the Kids Reading to Kids project in DC schools that included a privately-funded after-school program for John Tyler Elementary, then one of DC's lowest performing schools. In three years they have expanded the program to over 1600 classrooms in all fifty US States and 16 countries with funding from The Marx Group. 

  

Don is the principal of The Marx Group, a technology consulting and technology-incubator company. The company specializes in creating and nurturing early and advanced development concepts which are then passed on to industry leading companies.  The company's Federal Proposals.Com organization assists technology companies in pursuing federal government contracts. In the past 2 years, he has assisted international relief and development organizations obtain more than US $3 Billion in new funding. Don is an innovative systems designer with a reputation for his ability to sell ideas and concepts. He holds five patents for information security and privacy technologies. 

  

In the 90's, Don was the founder, CEO and chief designer of three technology start-ups. Global Privacy Solutions was the creator of the first integrated solution for protecting personal information and for compliance with the European Privacy Laws. GlobalKey created and operated a worldwide network for secure data communications. CypherComm created the concepts, system design and global plan for operation of the world's first commercial, global secure network.  Prior to his entrepreneurial efforts, Don served as the Executive VP/COO of a communications and electronics company that designed, developed and manufactured high quality electronic systems and components for Federal agencies and Fortune 100 communications, electronics and aerospace firms, including electronics for the US Space Shuttle program. 

  

Before entering the business world, Don served a distinguished career in the US Air Force, where he was an experimental test pilot in high-performance jet fighter aircraft including over 24 aircraft types. He has flown over 350 combat missions. His military honors include the Air Force Cross (the US Air Force's highest award for valor), Silver Star, Bronze Star, Defense Superior Service Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Air Medal with eleven Oak Leaf Clusters, and other foreign awards.  He is a member of the Legion of Valor of the USA, a Congressionally-chartered organization that has included fewer than 2400 honorees since the founding of our country. 

  

Don has a BS in Electrical Engineering from Purdue University and MS in Systems Management from the University of Southern California. He was listed in Who's Who in the World in 1985, 1989 and 1995. His memberships include the Society of Experimental Test Pilots, and American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. Don's hobbies include ocean sailing, scuba diving, golfing, mountain biking and motorcycle cruising. He is a member of the Circles Board of The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.  He has three grown children. Don's mission for the next decade is to focus his energies on important educational-socioeconomic issues that will make our nation more competitive. He says he joined Rotary to provide an organized means for helping others. 
Don Marks became a member of the Board of Directors of RACH-C, the Russian American Cultural Heritage Center in New York, in 2007 and became its chairman in 2009.  

Julio Rodriguez , Secretary/ Treasurer

is Director of Development, of RACH-C . He has been involved with the Russian American community for over 25 years and began “commuting” to Russia in 1993 as a visiting professor. He met Olga Zatsepina during his first visit and they began collaborating on Cultural and Educational projects involving Moscow University and Mercy College in NY where he was Director of the Culturelink Center. Out of that collaboration, several projects were started and a number of articles published; some for the Russian Duma, that was anxious to understand cultural and educational characteristics of the US and how to apply those understandings to commercial and governmental restructuring.   

Ten years ago, when Dr. Zatsepina became a resident of the US, they decided to organize a Russian American community development agency in New York utilizing models developed by the Puerto Rican and other Latino groups in the City. Julio Rodriguez had extensive experience to bring to the table from the time in 1969, when he left his position as Deputy Dean of Teacher Education at Adelphi Suffolk College (now Dowling College) to become special consultant to the first Latino President of the NYC Board of Education, Jose Monserrat, during the first years of decentralization of the Board of Education.  
Subsequent positions included: Executive Director of the Institute of Puerto Rican Urban Studies, President and CEO of the “Culturelinc Corporation,” Senior Manager for Quality Control of RCA Education Division, and Project Director with many assignments at the Research Foundation of CUNY. Presently he serves as President of the Puerto Rican Heritage Foundation which has just reissued the book “Portraits of the Puerto Rican Experience” 25 years after the first Collectors Edition.  

Rodriguez is listed in the Millennium Edition of “Whose Who In America” and the 1994-95 Edition of “Who is Who Among Hispanics.” He received the Civic Award of the Institute of Puerto Rico in 1985, and he has been a film technical consultant and independent music producer. 

Irina Zagornova, RACH-C Director of Folklorica,

was born in Russia. In 1985 she graduated with high honors from the Musorgsky College of Music in St. Petersburg, where she studied folk singing and classical piano. In her career, Irina has performed as featured artist with various ensembles throughout the World. 

An expert in Russian musical folklore Irina sings in the authentic Russian "open throat" style characteristic of Russian Folk Singing and has collected material on several expedition throughout Russia. She has particularly excelled in the genre known "Chastushki", or "ditties". Her ebullent personality and dynamic stage presence are exceptionally well-suited to the playful manner in which these humorous love songs are traditionally performed. 
As The Independent of London described one of Irina's resent performances, "There was no ignoring Irina, She heralded her entry on the scene with a sudden high yelp... and there she is...warbling and tap dancing with merry abandon" to the joyful strains of her bayan accompanist.

"Irina has us spellbound". 

1986 -1993 Lenkoncert, soloist, St. Petersburg, Russia.

1990 - Competition "The Best Voices of Russia", Smolensk.

1994 - Ms Zagornova toured the US with group "Russian Tornado" and Manheim Steamroller. She shared the stage with her 5-year old daughter and fellow singer Diana

1996 - Irina founded children's folk group "The Golden Rooster".

1997 - a role in the movie "Taxman".

2000 - Irina founded trio "Sudarushka"

1993 – present   Vocal and piano teacher (Kingsboro Community college, different Performing Art centers etc.

2007 - trio "Sudarushka" performed in 1 International Festival in Moscow

2005- present   Director, of Russian Folklorica,  RACH-C organization.    

Concert appearances : 1998-2003

Petrushka Russian Nobility Ball 1998

NYU 1998

Russian World Gallery 1998

Welcome Back to Brooklyn 1998

Wagner Studio 1998

United Nations (Annual Award Dinner of the UNCA)1998

Town Hall : "La Molinara","Iolanta" 1999

Children's Museum of New York 1999

Women's World Silver Cup 1999

Russian Embassy 2000,2002

SAKS Fifth Ave (Window Display Opening) 2002

Carnegie Hall (Kids Will Save The World) 2003

Festivals (NYANA, HIAS, International Festival of Young Talents, Morning  Star in America etc. ) 2001-2005

 LBRUK01@VERIZON.NET , 
646-286-2134 IRINA ,   917-825-8988 LEON,   718-748-3184 OFFICE
